Congenital depression of the neonatal skull.
Congenital depression of the neonatal skull has had an incidence of 0.1% (1/10 000) in our newborn population during the past 8 years. These skull depressions have two pathogenetic types: deformation without fracture and fracture accompanied by depression. The cause of skull depression being the pressure exerted by the digits and fist of the newborn on his skull has not been previously reported. The treatment of choice for selected cases is nonsurgical elevation with an obstetric vacuum extractor. A CT scan should be performed prior to this treatment to rule out intracranial complications such as hemorrhage.